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The Alliance for Childhood was excited to hear 

that immediately Dame Rachel de Souza was 

appointed Children’s Commissioner for England 

in March this year she launched a ‘once-in-a-

generation’ review of the future of childhood by 

the Children’s Commissioner’s Office.  

 

‘The Childhood Commission’ will be inspired by the ambition 

of William Beveridge’s pioneering 1940s report, which laid the 

foundations of the post-War social security system. ‘The 

Childhood Commission’ will identify the barriers preventing 

children from reaching their full potential, propose policy and 

services solutions and develop targets by which improvements 

can be monitored.  Read more here  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2021/03/16/were-launching-a-once-in-a-generation-beveridge-report-for-children-with-an-ambitious-call-to-rebuild-childhood-after-the-covid-19-pandemic/?fbclid=IwAR3AsX9mJz49xIKqYdyuC1mq2a2gUcC72fMCHhr6VZnTEAV9JWGtL7
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2021/03/16/were-launching-a-once-in-a-generation-beveridge-report-for-children-with-an-ambitious-call-to-rebuild-childhood-after-the-covid-19-pandemic/?fbclid=IwAR3AsX9mJz49xIKqYdyuC1mq2a2gUcC72fMCHhr6VZnTEAV9JWGtL7
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 At the heart of the Childhood Commission is the ‘The Big Ask’ – the 
largest consultation ever held with children in England. The Children ’s 
Commissioner asked children how the pandemic changed their lives 
for better or worse, what their aspirations are and the barriers to 
reaching them, how things are at home, how their communities and 
local environment could be improved, and how they feel about the 
future and the challenges facing the world. 
 

The Big Ask ran for six weeks. Dame Rachel received over half a million responses from children and 
young people, from every part of England. That makes this by far the biggest ever survey of children in 
England. What she heard will shape the Childhood Commission and Dame Rachel promises to make 
sure that those in power who make decisions about children’s lives know what children’s priorities are for 
the future.   If you’d like to be notified when they publish the results of the survey, as well as about other 
activities from the Commissioner’s office, you can sign up to their newsletter here:  

Don't 'panic' pupils over lost learning, teachers told 
 

Children’s commissioner Dame Rachel de Souza has issued a plea to 
teachers not to "panic" children over how far they’ve fallen behind during 
the Covid pandemic. 
 

Delivering a keynote speech at the Confederation of School Trusts' 
conference (see video) she said teachers could “turn things around” for 
children and that it was “achievable” for pupils to catch up on lost learning. 
Dave Speck in tes 29th April 2021 

Summer of Play 
In our last newsletter, Alliance for Children gave details of the 
Summer of Play. Here is a quick update from Save the Children on 
what’s coming up and opportunities to get involved: 
  
Information for parents and families 
In about a month’s time, we will be looking to expand the website 
with advice for parents and families about how their children can 
have as many opportunities to play during the summer.  If you’d like 

to be involved in helping put this information together and thinking 
about how we can promote it to reach as many families as possible, please let Dan Paskins know.  
  
Asking the government to support the #SummerOfPlay  
Children are co-ordinating an open letter to the UK government, calling on them to back the Summer of 
Play and provide additional funding.  If you’d like to sign up to this or get more information, please contact 
Sarah Murray (s.murray@savethechildren.org.uk)  
 
Donations to support summer activities 
In Kind Direct are a UK charity who believe that everyone deserves access to life’s essentials and that no 
usable product should go to waste. They have pledged to support the Summer of Play by giving access to 
and distributing a range of products to enable you to run children ’s activities over the summer.  To access 
these products to support your activities, please register your organisation here. If you have products to 
donate please contact donations@inkinddirect.org 

Tell us your plans for the summer! 
We’ve already heard lots of brilliant things which many of you will be doing for the Summer of Play.  But if 
you’ve got more information about your plans than when you signed up, or anything you ’d like us to 
promote and tell others about, then please let us know. 
  
Spread the word 
Thank you so much to all of you who have let others know about the campaign – please keep spreading 
the word to others who might be interested in pledging their support to the campaign, and keep on using 
the hashtags #SummerOfPlay and #FunFriendsFreedom so others can see what you ’re planning and 
help to support it. 
 

Take care 
Dan Paskins, Anita Grant & Helen Dodd 
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https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ask-thank-you/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2HGE64fleA&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.tes.com/news/covid-catch-up-schools-dont-panic-pupils-over-lost-learning-teachers-told?fbclid=IwAR1ID2NZlRlOcWE65L5fcS8pduzFNCN6PNVPOFrl0SbnkJZY7KDDcs4C8YQ
mailto:D.Paskins@savethechildren.org.uk
mailto:s.murray@savethechildren.org.uk
https://www.inkinddirect.org/
https://cat.inkinddirect.org/customer/account/create/
mailto:donations@inkinddirect.org
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ask-thank-you/
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Outdoor playgrounds  

‘are the number one place to play’ 

 

Child in the City reports that free, public 
playgrounds are the most popular places for 
children to play in the UK, according to a 
new survey. In the largest study of play in 
Britain, the University of Reading found that 
children spend, on average, more time 
playing in playgrounds than any other place. 
 
The British Children’s Play Survey, which 

took place in April last year, involved nearly 
1,200 adult respondents with a child aged from 5-11 years. They were asked for their feedback on what 
life was like before the COVID pandemic restrictions took hold. 
 
Aside from home and in the garden, playgrounds were shown to be the most popular 
spaces for outdoor play at least once a week, closely followed by green spaces. They 
were also the third most adventurous place for children’s play.     Read the full article 
here  

     Children’s right to  play  must be        
 protected, DECP responds to British Children’s Play Survey  

 

 The British Psychological Society’s Division of Educational and Child Psychology  (DECP) has 
reiterated its position on the importance of play  in children’s lives in response to the findings from the 
British Children’s Play Survey. 
 

    The survey findings revealed that primary-age  
 children in Britain are typically not are allowed  to 
 play outside on their own until two years older 
than their parents’ generation were. While their 
parents were allowed to play outside 
unsupervised by the age of nine on average, 
today’s children are 11 by the time they reach 
the same milestone. The DECP has long 
advocated for the importance of play for 
children as critical to their development and 
wellbeing. Play can also help develop 
children’s learning and skills and is hugely 
important as a socio-cultural activity and not 
just because of its relation to learning. 

 
Dr Dan O’Hare, co-chair of the DECP, said: 

“The findings of this survey highlight the urgent need to prioritise play 
for our children, and the importance of all children and young people having access to 

free, high quality, and local opportunities for play. 
“We need to ensure we have spaces in our communities which are perceived as safe by parents, with 
accessible places to play near homes. We need to understand the wider factors that might also impact a 
child’s ability to play, or parent’s willingness to let their children play alone outside, such as increased 
traffic and poor air quality.” 
 
Dr Melernie Meheux, co-chair of the DECP, added: 
“Through our personal and professional interactions with children we know the value of play, and how 
children can struggle when their right to play is curtailed either by their environment or as a form of 
punishment. 
 
“Given the impact of the pandemic on children’s opportunities for play and socialisation, now more than 
ever it is imperative that play and break times are not reduced or taken away from children as 
punishment." 
Read the full DECP position statement on Children’s right to play 
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https://www.api-play.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/04/ijerph-18-04334.pdf
https://www.childinthecity.org/2021/05/21/outdoor-playgrounds-are-the-number-one-place-to-play/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20week%202021-
https://www.reading.ac.uk/news-and-events/releases/PR855877.aspx
https://www.bps.org.uk/sites/www.bps.org.uk/files/Member%20Networks/Divisions/DECP/PP17%20Children%27s%20right%20to%20play.pdf
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 London councils under fire for plans to build homes 
on play areas 

 
One of the reasons for the decline in the number of play areas 
for children is highlighted in this recent Guardian article by 
Harriet Grant: 
  
Councils in London are facing resistance over plans to build 
homes on children’s play spaces in inner-city estates.  
 
Housebuilding plans are being drawn up across the capital in an attempt to reduce housing waiting lists. 
Southwark council alone aims to build 11,000 homes for social rent by 2043 and is looking for “under-
utilised space” on existing estates. But residents say vital community spaces are being sacrificed. Read 
the full article here.  

Nowhere to Play – hundreds of playgrounds set to close  
Research undertaken by the Association of Play Industries (API) has uncovered the extent to which local 
authorities across the country have been closing children’s playgrounds. 
 
This new research reveals that between 2014/15 and 2015/16 local authorities across England closed 
214 children’s playgrounds, and when asked about future plans they admitted their aim to close a further 
234.  These closures come at a time when childhood obesity and wellbeing are high on the Government ’s 
agenda.  
 
Local authorities cited lack of budget to maintain, repair or replace equipment as reasons for the closures.  
There is no longer dedicated funding for playgrounds from central government or grants from third sector 
institutions like the Big Lottery Fund, so provision and upkeep of play spaces falls on local authority 
budgets which are also reducing.  Read more here  

Save Wavelengths Swimming Pool  

 
Get the 

children’s 

view of the 

closing of 

their local 

swimming 

pool. Watch 

their video 

here:  

 

Email: info@allianceforchildhood.org.uk 

 

Phone: 0870 766 9657 

 

Websites: 

 

UK: www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk  

 

International: www.alliancechildhood.org 

 

Facebook: 

www.fb.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt 
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jun/02/london-councils-under-fire-for-plans-to-build-homes-on-play-areas?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other&fbclid=IwAR1wv_I7lh85nR2YuC8bwBaHF0hzsoP3KBRvrpKB3cq-USNY6BnQySP_WOc
https://www.api-play.org/news-events/nowhere-play-campaign/
https://www.facebook.com/savewavelengths/videos/512690789770670
mailto:info@allianceforchildhood.org.uk
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk
http://www.alliancechildhood.org
http://www.fb.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt
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Learning Through Play: increasing impact, 
reducing inequality 

 
The Lego Foundation has published a new study which 
shows that learning through play reduces achievement 
gaps between children from different social 
backgrounds. 
 
The report finds that: “children around the world do not 
reach their full potential, despite continuous attention and 

efforts to improve early childhood interventions and policy. 
This context offers a growing opportunity for play and a holistic approach to learning to frame an 
inclusive strategy to better equip all children for the future. When children learn through play in 
stimulating environments with quality facilitation, there is a greater opportunity to support them, 
taking account of their individual backgrounds and needs. However, learning through play 
strategies have not consistently been clearly articulated and shared for the benefit of increasing 
awareness, improving facilitation, documenting impact and testing the scalability of the 
approaches. 
 
“While early childhood represents an “exceptionally powerful opportunity to break 
intergenerational cycles of inequity” (UNICEF, 2019, p. 39), fulfilling this promise requires 
attention to closing both access and learning gaps between children from more advantaged and 
less advantaged backgrounds – be they advantaged or disadvantaged by sex, geography, race, 
ethnicity, poverty, language, disability – or combinations thereof, as well as ensuring its quality 
(Chaudry et al., 2017). This study explores the role of play in contributing to the effort to promote 
learning and reduce inequality.”  Read the report here  

Skip the kindergarten cop routine: free play is vital for young children  
Michael Rosen has written in the Guardian: 

 
Give children the space to express themselves and they’ll 
learn things that ‘structured learning’ cannot teach 
 

Free play and structured play offer different and equally 
important experiences for children.  
 

In 2013, the then childcare minister, Liz Truss, talked 
about nurseries. She said: “Free-flow play is not 
compulsory, but there is a belief across lots of nurseries 
that it is. I have seen too many chaotic settings where 
children are running around. There’s no sense of 
purpose. 

 

“This isn’t about two-year-olds doing academic work – it’s structured play which teaches children to be 
polite and considerate through activities which the teacher is clearly leading. 
 
“We want children to learn to listen to a teacher, learn to respect an instruction, so that they are ready for 
school.” 
 

In these statements we see a politician setting up two opposites: “free-flowing play” (bad); and “structured 
play” (good). The first is made up of things like “running around”, has no “purpose” and often takes place 
in “chaotic settings”. The second is full of children being “polite” and “considerate”, and leads to children 
learning to “listen” and “respect instruction”.  

 

My first observation is that it’s a false opposition. Whether we’re parents, carers, teachers or anyone 
working with young children, we know that children move easily and often between free play and 
structured play. One is not better or worse than another, they each offer different experiences, different 
ways of thinking, and different kinds of learning.  

Read the full article here.             The Guardian Friday 23rd Apr 2021  
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https://www.legofoundation.com/en/learn-how/knowledge-base/learning-through-play-increasing-impact-reducing-inequality/?fbclid=IwAR2PbkELSakkJL0wa4tAZ3qRP7f9A92EQ4DsnPVpTe7_AbcvVFruB6DsLY0
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/apr/23/skip-the-kindergarten-cop-routine-free-play-is-vital-for-young-children?fbclid=IwAR0VM_3ULynttvgLQPGC5g3RS9n6kXn2ALOWsSKGeiChjvBkwqBaf0Sf_XI
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The call for a Cabinet Minister for Children and Young People 
 

The Children First 
Alliance  

 flagship policy is the call 
for a Cabinet Minister for 
Children and Young 
People. This, of course, 
is a first step only. What 
that Cabinet Minister 
actually does will be the 
key to reversing negative 
trends and unlocking the potential of our children and young people. The current junior Ministerial post in 
the Department for Education cannot drive with the requisite authority an integrated cross-Departmental 
response to the challenges. 
 
This strong voice for children at Cabinet level would work in the same way that the interests of women are 
served by the current Cabinet Minister for Women and Equalities. Similarly, a Minister for Loneliness at 
Cabinet level has been in post since July 2018. 
 
The Children First Alliance look forward to working with fellow organisations to improve the welfare of 
children & young people in our great country.  
 
The health and well-being of our children and young people is being challenged as never before. Without 
urgent action, our children will become the least healthy adult population in living memory. We need 
somebody at the highest level of Government to take responsibility and drive improvements. 
 
Sign their petition to call for a Cabinet Minister to take personal responsibility for improving the life 
chances of our children and young people. 
 
Over 150 organisations, professionals, academics and politicians have already signed up to support the 
campaign. Will you join them in supporting this call?   Sign this petition  

   Playgrounds Designed With Accessibility In Mind 
 Make Play Fun for Every Kid 

 
When it comes to providing play opportunities to children 
with disabilities, not all playgrounds are created equal. On 
most playgrounds in the United States, complex play 
structures with lots of stairs and uneven ground coverings 
like woodchip or gravel make play inaccessible to kids who 
depend on mobility aids like wheelchairs or walkers. 

Traditional swings or narrow slides are inaccessible to kids 
who need a caregiver’s support or the extra safety feature of a 

harness to use them. 
 
Recognising the limits of traditional playgrounds, some designers and city administrators have begun 
making efforts to go beyond basic access and ensure that more kids with various disabilities are included 
in playground design — through a philosophy of radical inclusion.   Read the full article here  

Opportunity to work with the Alliance for Childhood in the UK  

There is a vacancy in the Alliance for Childhood in the UK for one or more people 
to take on some admin, communication and co-ordinating work part-time. This 
includes maintaining the websites and database, helping with arranging meetings 
and organising conferences, assisting with newsletter production and fundraising. 
Initially this will be on a voluntary basis, but can lead to paid work. It will be an 
average of 1 to 2 days a week.  
 
Please contact Marion Briggs: email marion@allianceforchildhood.org.uk or  
phone 0870 766 9657. 
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https://childrenfirstalliance.co.uk
https://www.change.org/p/boris-johnson-mp-we-need-a-single-cabinet-minister-with-special-responsibility-for-children
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/playgrounds-designed-with-accessibility-in-mind-make-play-fun-for-every-kid?fbclid=IwAR2BOT8RkHBLtc9bxVN80YHLUB1YqfBwqNgb-qUeko1PESrlR_cKCe0zz0s
mailto:marion@allianceforchildhood.org.uk
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Child in the City Seminar –  

How to make children’s rights mainstream in local policy planning? 

 

This Child in the City Seminar will take place as a live event on 9th & 10th September  2021 in Cascais, 
Portugal. More information about the programme and registration will follow soon. Stay up to date by 
clicking on the “keep me informed”.  

  Alliance for Childhood London Forum 
 

Meetings of the Alliance for Childhood London Forum have been 
suspended since building has been closed to the public due to Covid 
restrictions. The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, confirmed that the 
Greater London Authority (GLA) will leave its current City Hall home 
later this year and move its headquarters to The Crystal building in 
the Royal Docks, which will cause further disruption. In a way, the 
meetings have come to a natural conclusion since the publishing of 
the new London Plan this year, so perhaps it is time to call a halt. We 
will keep you informed if there are any new developments. 

Festival of the Child 2021 

Wednesday 30th June 2021 
(Opening Ceremony) to Friday 
2nd July 2021 Online 
 
Festival of the Child is an 
immersive, experiential 
adventure and online 
education summit, for a global 
community of courageous, 
creative and curious parents 
and educators, willing to step 
into the unknown fire of these 
difficult and intense times and 
re-imagine education from the 
grassroots up.  
 
Over the course of a few days 
we’ll be engaging in powerful and transformative conversations with educators, authors and each other as 
we learn by doing, exploring some of the many ways we can shift culture, raise consciousness and co-
create a world that works for the many not just the few.  
 
It is an invitation for you to connect deeply in a time of isolation, listen to gems of wisdom, experience light
-bulb moments and have meaningful conversations with others sharing similar values. At a time when 
childhood and parenting are under increasing and intensifying threat, Festival of the Child is a bridge to a 
new world of hope and possibility as we build a powerful circle of protection around our children.  
Through the strength of our vision, the depths of our love and our ability to unite and take inspired action 
as a community, we are creating a new narrative for our children’s future, together.  
If you also long to dream a brighter future awake for future generations and heal the village it takes to 
raise our children, come join us.  REGISTER NOW            More information is here.  
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https://www.childinthecity.org/call-for-papers/
https://www.festivalofthechild.com/register21
https://www.festivalofthechild.com

