Childhood through
Many Diverse Lenses
The Alliance for
Childhood would like
to invite you to a
celebration of the 25 years since our founding in June 1997.
Tuesday 14th June 2022 1 to 4 pm GMT/UTC; 3 to 6 pm CET
The celebration will be an on-line event hosted by the Alliance for ChildhoodEuropean Network Group (ENG) in Brussels.
This festive event will also be the ENG’s 85th QoC- session, bringing attention to
the needs and potentials of childhood. QoC or Quality of Childhood sessions are
held in the Parliament building of the European Union.
The festive online-event will include world-wide presentations, breakout groups
and art as well as contributions from children and young people. Along with short
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reminiscences from the past we will consider
the tasks for the present and the future. All in
a mood of celebration that through our work
and focus on the quality of childhood we can,
together, make a difference to children’s
lives, and with and through them have a
positive effect on our troubled world.
The Alliance focuses on Childhood itself as a
source of hope, imagination, trust and
compassion and the cradle in which the
foundation of our humanness takes root. But
the world rapidly changes and brings new
challenges to our doorstep. We need each
other to understand the complexity of these
diverse realities and to get the inspiration for
developing new ways forward.
Children are the co-creators of our world and
the qualities of childhood that we all retain
throughout our lives are together a resource
for positive development and hope. We want
to celebrate these ideals and their practical
implications with everybody who shares
them.

We welcome your participation in creating
something special that would help renew our
colleagueship and revive our spirits in such
times of darkness. The event is free and
registration will be available soon through our
website www.alliancechildhood.org
or Facebook page
If you have any questions or suggestions you
can write to us.

info@allianceforchildhood.org.uk
Looking forward to meeting you!
The preparation group
Christopher Clouder, Marion Briggs,
Penny Wilson and Clara Aerts.
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Assessment as Dialogue
The question of how to assess children’s
achievement at school is an important one.
More so because of the debate about the
effect of being absent from school during
Covid restrictions.
The strong message of hope communicated
in this book - around the difficult issues
associated with the assessment of pupils in
schools - is that change is not only possible
but it has already happened in the
classrooms and schools depicted in the
twenty narratives that follow, from twelve
diverse European countries, as well as in
many other stories that are waiting to be
told. These narratives describe how children
experience formal learning as building
naturally on their innate desire and ability to
learn. Teachers and school leaders face
many challenges, challenges that ask
positive energy from them instead of having
to deal with the negative fallout from fear of
failure, whether among pupils or parents or
among the teachers and school leaders
themselves.
Instead, teachers can focus on how to
strengthen learning in the classroom, for
each pupil and for themselves as well as in
the wider learning community of the school.
Some of our examples even demonstrate
that national systems can respond positively
to transformative initiatives, such as an
innovative primary school in the Netherlands
that is allowed to use national standardised
tests as formatively and sensitively as possible,
by demonstrating that the Inspectorate’s
requirements are met in the process (Chapter 4).
Here is a link to a three minutes video about
the Amsterdam school:
Read the report: Link to the flipbook:
pdf link:
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What young people want to help them recover
from school closures
Michaela James
Published 11th January 2022
Children need help to recover from the disruption
COVID has brought to their schooling. Much of the
focus – and government funding – has been on
academic catch-up. Some schools are beginning to
trial adding an hour to the school day.
But young people weren’t just missing out on study
time during school closures. They also lost out on
physical activity, extracurricular activities, school
meals and social interaction.
Working with colleagues, Michaela James surveyed
more than 6,000 young people in Wales aged from
eight to 25 from the school setting to higher
education
(including
postgraduate
students)
between September 2020 and February 2021. She
wanted to explore what young people felt had
affected their wellbeing during the pandemic. The
results showed, in particular, the importance of
social interaction and mental health support.
Read the article here.

Playing outside: who, where and what?
Published 1Feb22
Fortunately, more and more attention is being paid
to a play-friendly public space in both research
and policy. Yet there is still little insight into very
basic questions. For example, do boys play more
outside than girls? Where do children play? And
what are they doing there? New research answers
these questions
In September and October 2021, thirty students
from The Hague University of Applied Sciences
conducted research in the Netherlands. Every
student walked crosswise through their own
residential area on at least two different days to
observe where and which children are playing
outside, writes urban geographer Gerben
Helleman, author of the blog Urban Springtime.
In addition, we looked at who they play with and
what
activities
they
undertook.
These
observations were made on random weekdays
after school (92 per cent) and sometimes on
weekends (eight per cent). A total of 1,191
children were observed in twenty different
municipalities.
Thanks to the students of the Spatial
Development program of The Hague University of
Applied Sciences for their contribution to the
fieldwork and to teacher Stephan van Berkel for
linking education and research.
Read about the research here.
But too often these systems are configured
primarily to meet commercial goals without
prioritising the best interests of children.

Risk by Design
Recommendation systems are a defining feature
of
the
digital
world.
They
suggest
to children videos they should watch, information
they should read, games they should play, and
even who they should be friends with.
When used effectively, they can play an important
role in helping children navigate the online world,
to refine the masses of content available in a way
that is supportive and can diversify their
information ecosystem.
Alliance for Childhood

5Rights Foundation’s latest Risky by Design case
study identifies nine features which make use
of these automated decision-making processes in
ways that can lead to harm.
It also suggests best practice that providers should
follow when designing and operating
recommendation systems, as we wait
for legislators and regulators around the world to
demand greater transparency and trigger more
effective oversight of systems like these.
Read more here
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Education Shapes Creativity!
A recent study published in
Nature, comparing traditional
education to Montessori, has
quantified statistically their
impact on creativity and deep
learning. This study examines
for the first time, whether
educational differences shape
knowledge representation and
its
corresponding
creative
abilities
“Education is central to the
acquisition of knowledge, such
as when children learn new
concepts. It is unknown,
however, whether educational
differences impact not only
what concepts children learn, but how those concepts come to be represented in semantic memory - a
system that supports higher cognitive functions, such as creative thinking”
Read more here.

New Books
Making Fairy Folk
Steffi Stern
Making Fairy Folk is the latest book by Steffi Stern, with 30
magical characters to make from fairies and sprites to gnomes
and wildlife. Illustrations and clear instructions throughout make
the book engaging and easy to follow.
Read more

Between Form and Freedom:
Raising a teenager
Betty Staley
In this third edition, Betty
Staley explores the
vibrant and exuberant
nature of adolescence,
offering a wise guide to
raising a teenager,
including: the stages of
adolescence, the search
for the self, the birth of the
intellect, the release of feelings, male-female differences,
temperaments and character.
Challenges are tackled around self-esteem, pregnancy, behavioural
problems, stress, depression, media, gender-fluidity, eating
disorders, drug and alcohol abuse. Growth needs are explored in
relation to family, friends, the media, education, the arts, loyalty and
relationships.
Parents value this wise, practical guide, as Betty uniquely
addresses teenagers’ soul and spiritual needs at a time when the
quest for meaning is so vital.
More details and order here
Alliance for Childhood
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How tactical urbanism can
transform the way
children use the city
Planned development takes
time, and proposed changes
may be sluggish to implement,
often
challenged
by
bureaucratic powers that deny
cities the opportunity to ‘get
things done’. Sometimes cities
need an injection of tactical
urbanism to transform urban
use and improve the way of life
for children, caregivers, and
other city-dwellers.
Tactical urbanism is an actionoriented process which can be initiated by a range of actors, from NGOs to citizens. Its aim is to disrupt
and reclaim ‘formal’ or unused/disused spaces by enacting ‘nimble’ ‘quick’ ‘low-cost’ ‘flexible’ ‘activist’ and
‘experimental’ interventions to create useful, people-friendly places.[1] Tactical urbanism places the local
community and public space users at the very heart of the placemaking process. Often these changes are
temporary, but some trigger more lasting and transformative change.
One example of impactful tactical urbanism is Park (ing) Day, where street space has been reclaimed
temporarily or permanently for play and recreation. The original concept and event began in San
Francisco, with community members protesting the use of public space for parked cars rather than
people. As a small measure of collective protest, a parking meter was fed for two hours, a piece of turf
rolled out, and bench placed on the area. This space, or ‘parklet’, was then occupied by people. Since
then, the citizen-led movement has been embraced across many countries, and in some cities, it has even
become a city-driven intervention or programme.
The simplicity and creative possibilities of the intervention—and the use of advocacy, publicity, social
media, and toolkits—allowed for it to be scaled up into an annual global event, with parklets popping up
across hundreds of cities. The initiative resulted in more permanent programs and policy changes in cities
like Vancouver, Seattle, London, Los Angeles, and San Francisco.[2] (It has been less successful in
Singapore, however, where the movement has largely resulted in pop-up spaces which appear and
disappear once the event is over.)
As the SDGs and the New Urban Agenda push cities, particularly in the global South, to adopt inclusive
and sustainable ways to address rapid urbanisation, tactical urbanism seems to be gaining traction.
However, it is less likely to be ‘activist’ and more driven by local governments and NGOs.[4] Exploring
what kind of impacts tactical urbanism interventions can have - and how sustainable they are - is vital.
Read more here.

Email:
info@allianceforchildhood.org.uk
Phone: 0870 766 9657
Websites:
www.allianceforchildhood.org.uk
International www.alliancechildhood.org
Facebook:
www.fb.com/AllianceforChildhoodInt
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Youth and Spirituality
Elsa Rossi
Babies discover their little hands, recognise the world
around them. When they start talking, walking, going
to primary school, the ‘Why?’ Steam stage begins.
In the Youth phase, discoveries and questions
appear incessantly, bombarding the young person's
mind with new situations, thoughts of every order,
and willingness to respond to the invitations to buy
and buy more, before they can develop their inner
resilience. They are yet to acquire the experience of
situations requiring responsibility. It is a phase of internal and spiritual conflict within themselves and with
life.
Young people process innumerable doubts in their minds. The path of the young person comes full of
longings and uncertainties in the face of the challenges of hormonal changes, where fears arise and there
is almost a non-conformity with everything around them.
Depending on their education, they either value or move away from parents and family and connect more
to friends at school, or friends on the internet, when the control of those responsible for the education of
the child and adolescent fails. A veritable cascade of information and stimulating, inviting situations,
especially for internet access which has advanced in large proportions in the last 10 years, almost as an
invasion in minds, with good and bad information, for the formation of the young.
The anxiety to show ownership of themselves covers up their fragility, insecurity, dependence and they
often close in on themselves. In many confrontational situations, they want to show themselves, but they
are not yet ready. To maintain that, they hurt themselves mentally, spiritually and often, physically.
Thus enabled, troubles knock on the door of families, unprepared to understand what is happening, and
with this, when the situation goes unnoticed or unchecked, chemical dependency settles within the family
house itself, within the people who we love very much... our children.
All this is nothing new to many families, parents or educators. The aggravating factor is the outsourcing of
early education that should be the responsibility of parents. The school instructs, the family home
educates. The balanced home provides conditions for a balanced education, in moral and affective
values, in respect and discipline that takes place through dialogue, companionship, play, values that are
shown as the basis of the family hive.
Love in the means in education.

Studies done in the United States and elsewhere inform us that there is a lack of spirituality within the
home. Young people question the existence of God, because parents who are atheists have no way of
passing spiritual values.
Youngsters listen from an early age. We need to awaken and value young people who have a greater
contact with Spirituality, who understand that since life does not come about at random, by chance,
everything around us had a spiritual architect who planned, plans and continues incessantly to create the
multi-universes. Young people with this knowledge, who have the potential to speak publicly to other
young people, should be heard in schools, clubs, on videos to spread the understanding of where the
young person can seek support in times of difficulty and that when they isolates themselves, feels
expelled from groups, etc... when this difficult moment arises, it opens up the path to suicide.
I find that philosopher Allan Kardec, in his fantastic books brings relevant information, without judgment,
but opening doors for further investigations of The Purpose of life? Where do I go and where did I come
from? Why do some suffer from the cradle and others have everything and do not value anything? Why

are there privileges for some and not for others?
Young people can understand this, and help themselves to improve their existence by understanding its
value, understanding that they and their parents are eternal spirits on the way to evolution.
(FREE books on Spirituality for children and youth: www.elsarossi.com )
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